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Open Space Report to the Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee 
and the State Bond Commission 

 
January 2016 

 
 
Overview 

Section 22a-6v of the General Statutes of Connecticut requires the Commissioner of the Department of Energy & 
Environmental Protection to submit a report to the joint standing committee of the General Assembly having 
cognizance of matters relating to finance, revenue and bonding and to the State Bond Commission each month.  The 
report provides information on the acquisition of land or interests in land by the state, a municipality, water 
company or nonprofit organization using funds authorized for the Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition 
Program established under Sections 7-131d and the Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program established 
under Sections 23-73 to 23-79 of the Connecticut General Statutes. 

 

Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant Program 

The Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant Program provides grants to municipalities and private 
nonprofit land conservation organizations for the acquisition of open space land and to water companies to acquire 
land to be classified as Class I or Class II watershed land.  The State of Connecticut receives a conservation and public 
access easement on property acquired to ensure that the property will be protected and available to residents of 
Connecticut as open space in perpetuity.  The following grants were closed in January 2016.  Additional information 
on these projects follows. 

 

Sponsor Project Acres 

Town of Colchester Moroch Property, Colchester 10.21 

Town of Sprague Robinson Property, Franklin & Sprague  125.622 
 
 



 

 
 
Moroch Property, Colchester 
Town of Colchester 
Fee Acquisition 
 
 

                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This 10.21 acre parcel will be added to the Ruby and Elizabeth Cohen Woodlands Park, a 2001 Open 
Space and Watershed Land Acquisition grant acquisition by the Town that protected 196 acres.  The 
preservation of this parcel enhances the protection of the Deep River headwaters, a significant 
tributary to the Yantic River, which is part of the Thames River Basin and is vital to the ecosystem of the 
Dutton and MacDonald Swamps.  Cohen Park is open to the public and provides passive recreational 
activities such as hiking, horseback riding, bike riding, mountain biking, wildlife observation and 
education, fishing and camping.    
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Robinson Property, Franklin & Sprague 
Town of Sprague 
Fee Acquisition 
 

                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program 

The Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program is the State of Connecticut’s primary program for the acquisition 
of lands for the beneficial use and enjoyment of the public as additions to the State’s system of parks, forests, 
wildlife, fisheries and natural resource management areas.  The program acquires land that represents the 
ecological diversity of Connecticut, including natural features such as rivers, mountainous areas, coastal systems and 
their natural areas, in order to ensure the conservation of such land for recreational, scientific, educational, cultural 
and aesthetic purposes.   

There were no Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program acquisitions closed in January 2016. 

This property, located primarily in Franklin, is adjacent to the 278 acre Mukluk Sportsmen’s Club 
Property (renamed the Sprague Land Preserve) and the 230 acre Watson Farm, both purchased with 
OSWA grant funds.  This will grow the Sprague Preserve to over 600 acres of contiguous open space.  
With over a mile of frontage along the Shetucket River, the Sprauge Preserve provides public access 
for fishing, kayaking, birding and other water-related recreation.  One of its most impressive natural 
features is the ridgeline of hemlock and pine that rises high above the banks of the Shetucket River.  
Its high bluffs along the river valley give rise to two significant waterfalls.  The Sprague Land Preserve 
is an integral part of the Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage Corridor and the Last Green Valley.   
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New England Forestry Foundation, Inc. 
Gurley Brook Preserve, East Lyme 
Fee Acquisition 

                                                                                                      
 
Goshen Land Trust, Inc. 
Fisher Property, Goshen 
Fee Acquisition 

                         

 

 

 

This forested parcel, containing 
Gurley Brook, is located in the 
Niantic River watershed at the 
head waters of, and overlooking 
the Niantic River.  It is within a 
contiguous forest block and 
greenway with unique geologic 
features, cultural and historic 
value. This acquisition will promote 
active and passive recreation 
opportunities such as fishing, 
hiking, show shoeing, geo-caching, 
hunting and birdwatching, and 
scientific study and education of 
trees, plants, animals, birds, fish 
and other wildlife.   

This is a pastoral, forested parcel which slopes upward from the access on Route 63 to a summit at the rear.  It 
contains shrub land and grassland ecosystems housing vulnerable species, riverbed and swamps in the heart of 
the parcel.  It lies in the watershed of the Hollenbeck River which flows through the Hollenbeck Preserve and 
Robbins Swamp and abuts DEEP’s 860 acre North Goshen Wildlife Management Area which has about 50 acres 
specially cleared for a New England Cottontail Rabbit habitat.  The aesthetic value of the property includes a 
stunning view of the Berkshires to the north.  It will provide recreational opportunities, protect wildlife habitat 
and preserve ridgelines, summits and watersheds.  Goshen Land Trust has plans to use an existing farm road to 
create handicapped access to this overlook.   
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Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program 

The Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program is the State of Connecticut’s primary program for the acquisition of 
lands for the beneficial use and enjoyment of the public as additions to the State’s system of parks, forests, wildlife, 
fisheries and natural resource management areas.  The program acquires land that represents the ecological diversity 
of Connecticut, including natural features such as rivers, mountainous areas, coastal systems and their natural areas, in 
order to ensure the conservation of such land for recreational, scientific, educational, cultural and aesthetic purposes.  
The following acquisition was closed in October 2016.  Additional information on this project follows. 

 
Property 

Name 
Location Cooperator Match 

Share 
Fee 

Acreage 
Easement 

Restrictions 
or R.O.W. 

State 
Purchase 

Price 

Purpose of Acquisition 

Newtown 
Fish & 
Game Club, 
Inc. 
 

Canaan U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife 100% 85.53 -- $315,000.00 

 
Addition to Robbins 
Swamp WMA 
 

 
 
Newtown Fish & Game Club Property 
Town of Canaan 
Fee Acquisition 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Newtown Fish & Game Club, Inc. property consists of 85.53 acres of land located at the intersection of 
Routes 7 & 63 in the town of Canaan.  The land will be added to the Robbins Swamp Wildlife Management 
Area. The property consists largely of open fields, with the meandering Hollenbeck River forming the 
northeast boundary.  Acquisition of this property will provide additional passive recreation and hunting 
opportunities.  Funding for this acquisition was through a Pittman-Robertson grant administered by the 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. 
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Town of Farmington 
Lot 8 Collinsville Road 
Fee Acquisition 
 

 

 
 

               
 

This property, with 2,200+/- feet of 
frontage on the Farmington River, 
is adjacent to the Farmington River 
Multi-Use Trail.  It is a critical 
forested floodplain habitat, filtering 
pollution from storm water runoff, 
preventing soil erosion and 
sedimentation along a riparian 
corridor. This acquisition 
contributes to an existing 
greenway, protecting and 
complementing existing preserved 
open space.  The multi-use trail 
provides passive recreational 
activities such as walking, running, 
biking and roller-blading and 
several trails provide access to the 
Farmington River for fishing, 
canoeing/kayaking and bird 
watching.  The Farmington River is 
being considered for designation as 
a National Wild & Scenic River.  It is 
an excellent location for nature 
study, particularly birding, as the 
wooded floodplain provides shelter 
for many nesting birds. The 
forested floodplain habitat is 
suitable for a number of species 
listed by DEEP as Endangered, 
Threatened or Species of Special 
Concern.  Year round sightings 
include mergansers, red-tailed 
hawks, osprey and bald eagles 
among others, with occasional 
glimpses of migrating warblers and 
waterfowl in the spring and fall. 
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Town of Southington 
1081 East Street 
Fee Acquisition  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

This 17.61 acre parcel in the eastern section 
of Southington contains a tributary of 
Misery Brook and two 4-acre fields.  A 
forested wetland straddles the brook and 
nearly the entire property lies within a State 
Listed Significant Natural Community.  The 
site is listed as part of an Aquifer Protection 
District and a "GAA” groundwater 
designation indicating its current use as a 
drinking water supply aquifer.  The Town 
and local farmers will continue to hay the 
fields.  The site is easily accessible with 
ample room for off-street parking.  A trail 
throughout the parcel and the open areas 
are well suited for passive recreation and 
the brook flowing through the site offers 
fishing, wildlife observation and bird 
watching opportunities.   
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Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program 

The Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program is the State of Connecticut’s primary program for the acquisition of 
lands for the beneficial use and enjoyment of the public as additions to the State’s system of parks, forests, wildlife, 
fisheries and natural resource management areas.  The program acquires land that represents the ecological diversity 
of Connecticut, including natural features such as rivers, mountainous areas, coastal systems and their natural areas, in 
order to ensure the conservation of such land for recreational, scientific, educational, cultural and aesthetic purposes.   

There were no Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program acquisitions closed in November 2016. 
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Open Space Report to the Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee 

and the State Bond Commission 
 

December 2016 
 
Overview 

Section 22a-6v of the General Statutes of Connecticut requires the Commissioner of the Department of Energy & 
Environmental Protection to submit a report to the joint standing committee of the General Assembly having 
cognizance of matters relating to finance, revenue and bonding and to the State Bond Commission each month.  The 
report provides information on the acquisition of land or interests in land by the state, a municipality, water 
company or nonprofit organization using funds authorized for the Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition 
Program established under Sections 7-131d and the Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program established 
under Sections 23-73 to 23-79 of the Connecticut General Statutes. 

 
Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program 

The Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program is the State of Connecticut’s primary program for the acquisition 
of lands for the beneficial use and enjoyment of the public as additions to the State’s system of parks, forests, 
wildlife, fisheries and natural resource management areas.  The program acquires land that represents the 
ecological diversity of Connecticut, including natural features such as rivers, mountainous areas, coastal systems and 
their natural areas, in order to ensure the conservation of such land for recreational, scientific, educational, cultural 
and aesthetic purposes.  The following acquisitions were closed in December 2016.  Additional information on these 
projects follows. 

 
Property 

Name 
Location Cooperator Match 

Share 
Fee 

Acreage 
Easement 
Acreage 

State 
Purchase 

Price 

Purpose of 
Acquisition 

Gray North 
Stonington -- -- 15.16 -- $100,000 Addition to Pachaug 

State Forest 

White 
Stonington 
& North 
Stonington 

US Fish & 
Wildlife 
Service 

$396,000 30.79 -- -- 
Addition to Assekonk 
Swamp Wildlife 
Management Area 
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Gray Property  
North Stonington 
Fee Acquisition 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
White Property  
Stonington & North Stonington 
Fee Acquisition 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Gray property consists of 15.16 acres of land located at 637 Pendleton Hill Road, North 
Stonington.  The property was split off from the main home and will be added to the abutting 
Pachaug State Forest.  The Gray family had previously sold 49 acres to the State in 2003 to expand 
the forest. The acquisition provides opportunities for hiking, hunting, and other passive 
recreational uses in the area. 

 

The White property consists of 30.79 acres of land located near the intersection of Route 184 and 
Jeremy Hill Road on the Stonington/North Stonington border.  The property provides a new access 
point to the western part of the Assekonk Swamp Wildlife Management Area.  A long dirt driveway 
extends to the center of the property where a residential home and outbuildings were located.  
The sellers demolished the structures prior to the sale with the exception of the home, which will 
soon be dismantled, removed, and repurposed.  The property was acquired with funding by the 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service through a Pittman-Robertson grant.  The acquisition provides 
additional opportunities for hiking, hunting, and other passive recreational uses in the area. 
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Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant Program 

The Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant Program provides grants to municipalities and private nonprofit 
land conservation organizations for the acquisition of open space land and to water companies to acquire land to be 
classified as Class I or Class II watershed land.  The State of Connecticut receives a conservation and public access 
easement on property acquired to ensure that the property will be protected and available to residents of Connecticut 
as open space in perpetuity.   

There were no open space and watershed acquisition grants closed in December, 2016.   

 
 


